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But they havé two never-failing Advantages , 

which-fland them in ftead at this time; (1) 

A rude way of railing down every thing ,which they 

cannot otherwife argue down; and by Norfe, at once 

both to Pleafe and Deceive. (2) A Party,who being 
poflefs'd for other Defigns, are willing to be Deceived. 

The Queftion of what Advantage the French Trade 


HE lat MERC ATOR expofed fome of 
the Frauds of our new SCHEME-MAKERS;: 


HAS BEEN -to us, pinches them forely; but the Quie-. 


ftion of what ir WILL BE hereafter, terrifies them with 
the very Apprehenfion of it; and therefore they fpin 


out the Difputes of what has been, to the greateft~ 


Length they can. 

The MERC ATOR ‘ought and thinks ftill, fix or 
feven hundred thoufand Pounds a Year from France in 
Linen is fuch a ridiculous Affertion, that no thinking. 
Man cari receive it, confidering how few forts that 


Trade: is confin’d to, what Quantities we have from : 


other Parts, and what Quanrities we make at home, 
and ever did, even when the French Linen was cheap- 
eft; but if ir were fix Millions, thefe poor deluded Peo- 
ple are ready to fwallow it, upon. the Parole of thofe, 
who they Employ to deceive them. - 

Rut it is neceflary to fate one other Fraud in their 
NEW SCHEME, which tho’ but fmall in their Eyes, 
who, as is faid,are refolvedto be cheated; is not fo in the 
Opinion of thofe,who defire to fee for themfelves: this 
is what has been noticed already, the choofing out a par- 
ticular Year for the drawing their SCHEME, immedi- 
ately following feven Years Prohibition, that the pecu- 
liar Demand of that Year may found big, and pafs with 
their People for the ordinary Import of every Years 
Trade. This Cheat runs through their whole Condu&: 
And however the MERCATOR thinks they are a 
People,who are not to be affeéted with any Demonftra- 
tions. and that they will rather be Expofed than Con- 
vinced: yer. for the fike of others, he will throw away 
a few Words upon them, and let it Convince or Ex- 
pofe them, which they pleafe: for one of the two muft 
be, and the Chcar muft be difcounted too out of the 
Ballance of the Trade. 

Yo clear themfelves of the Knavery of this, they tell 
us, we may toke the Years together at a Medium, as 
the way to make a right Judgment, and this is the tru- 
eft thing they have faid, and the only Piece of Juftice 
they have offer'd to do: and if they would fland by it 
when they have faid it, we fhall foon come to an Un- 
derflanding -of the Cafe, and they will be overthrown 
by their own Argument; wherefore the MERCATOR 
joins Whe with them upon it: Jn order to which, the 
Imports of a few Arricles fhall be enquired into for the 
next two Years, and Jet them take any other Years, 
which they pleafe, if they do not think thefe proper,’ 
the Argument will be againft them in any Years, take 
them where they will. 

It ought to*be a Maxim in the Search of the Value of 
a TYrade That fince any fingle Year may he objected 
agiinft,as not circumftanced to make a right Judgment 
by, two or three Years may be taken,of which that ex- 
traordinary Year onght not to be one; the Medium of 
which ovghr ro be the Teft of the Trade. 

The MERCATOR may allow. without any Da- 
maze to the Areument, that this or that Year, or feve- 
ral Years, may have an extraordinary Quantity of Goods 
Imported, firch as may never happen again till the like 

ceafion of a Prohibition happens again; and it will te 
allowed,that fuch a Year ought not to be taken asa Kule 


‘ 


» 


of the Trade, or to make an Ef_imate of the Importa- 
tions by: They,who will not aliow this, will allow no- ' 
thing that is juft. be D tL 
Applying-this then to the Year 1685, they can fhew . 
no Year, before or fince, which has an equal Quantity ; 
of Lotkrants and Dowlas Imported; or let them taken 
them one Year witli another, ic is believed they cannot:! 
niake it appeat,that the Importations have ever come ! 
up to the Quantity by above 25,009 Pieces; fo that’) 
20,000 Pietes tefs than are charged here, ought ‘to He 
— the confant Import of the ‘Trade. For Ex#{ 
ample : | A 
Ann. 1685-6 Lockrams and Dowlas 68,878)614: pse:1 
The Importations of Léckrams and Dowlas for rhi 
next two Years, were thus : afte) T 
1686-7 Imported Piécés $2,245 4 
1687-8 Imported Pieces 41,052 


healieeehh ain 
933295 pork 
_— Oj bs 
The Medium of the two Years is: 46,6478 toy 


ae 


Which is lefs than the Year 1685-6 . 22,231 & 


Thefe Pieces rated at §1. per Piece 2. ist oO 

amounts to aoe ATT155 2 2? be 

he Pruens are a farther. Teftimony of this, tho’ the., 

Value is not fo confiderable. The Pruens having been, 
feven Years prohibited, latge Commiflious were imme- 


diately gi 

Trade ; fo that the Importations for. the fir Year ap» 

pear extravagance ( vids ) : uth 
1685-6. Pruens 47,209C. $ at15 sis 35,304 2 2..6/ 








1680-7. Pruens 265338 C.2- 
1687-8 Pruens ———10,759C. 
42098 vas 


The Medium of this for two Years is 21,045. at 
Difference 25,9564 a 158i is’ 19,367 +7: 6 

Next to this, the Salc is an unanfwerahle Objection 
and makes out what we fay of this ,Rraud beyo all 
Probabiliry of Reply. Let them flew any one Year 
fince thé'Prohibitions, 6r fince the former War in 1666, 
when Englend Imported 16,000Wey of French Salt in a 
Year, the Year 1685 excepted, the Challenge will die in; 
all the Particulars,but in the Salt efpecially. The Impoy-y 
tations were generally five or fix thoufand Wey of Salt 
in a Year, and a great Quantity too: For Example,) .., 

1685-6. Salt 16,713 Wey 4 21. per Wey is 33,426], 


1680-7. Sale 7,907 Wey. , R atti 

1687-8 Sale 5,971 Wey.. i ell 
| , 13,878 | | odd 

The Medwm of this for Vis 6,939 Wil: is 13,8/8, 





two Years: | by 
Difference is 977 W.a 2l.is 19,448) 
There can lie no Objection to thefe Difcouits, unlefs, 
they can fhew anv other Year, in which. was Imported, 
: uch Quantities of thefe Goods as in shis particular ey 
viz. ) cert 
€8.878 Pieces of Dotwlas. , . A , 
47,005 C. weight of Pruens, arf 
16,713 Wey of Salt. 2, 
On the other Hand, this Obiection will not tie 2a. 
gainft the Englifh Woollen Manufiéures: Exported 
but juft rhe contrary, our Manufafture: being always. 
baulk’d by Prohibitions; and this alfo is manifef in 
: this 


— o 


ven by our Merchants upon.opening thet 


So oe = = s 
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“chi very Year of 1685» for that till our Manufa@ure 


had begun to fpread it felf, the Quantity did not En- 
creafe, they having been fupplied by the Encourage- 
ment given t@ their own, and a Seven Years Difafe of 
ours. ) 

But having once made» their way, they Encreafed 
after the firft Year, and above Sixty thoufand Pounds 


~ worth of Englifh Woollen ManufaGtures were Exported 


into France in 1686, more than in 1685, while all the 
Imports from thence, Wine and Brandy excepted, 
Decreafed and Declin’d: This the Cuftom-Houfe Books 


make appear. 


Nor would it have flopped there, but the French. 


King finding the Englifh Goods grow upon the French 
Trade, and Encreafe Daily, he laid double Duties upon 
them the next Year, (viz.) 1687, which put a Check 
to the Trade indeed; and perhaps then indeed they 
might Over-billaiice us, but not otherwife, for the 
high Duties: tieccffinly leffened the Quantity. in thofe 
Days, tho’ it feems our | eople will nog pba it 
be fo on ovr Side NOW, 

It th MERC ATUR was to go on with this 
Head, it would :furly Ditcount. from. their blufiering 
Account above 30,00c Pound niore, which he is ready 
to prove at any time. | 

hefe Things fufticiently fhew the Frauds of thefe 
People, in . fixing upon the Year next émmediately 
after a Prohibinon of Commerce: if this is a fair 
Method, then the MERCATOR might alfo pick 
out like Years of Advantage, and go back to 1668, 
when the Lead Exported to France in one Year amount- 
ed to 21,757 , and fomething more, which at 
121. per Foddery is 261.c84 Pounds; whereas the 
ufual Quantity is above Three thoufand Fodder, more 
or-lefs: Now if it. be juft to Reckon, as they do, the 
Importations of an extraordinary Year as a Rule for the 
reff, it is as jufi to Reckon 21,757 Fodder of Lead to be 


tlie ordinary Annual Exporr of-Lead to France, which 


would be Ridiculous, and fo is 68,000 Pieces. of Lock- 


rams, &c. | 
: Many fuch Advantages as thefe it is apparent they 
made out of this Contrivance ; but thefe fhall 

ferve for prefent Obfervation. 

The next Cheat of thefe Scheme-Makers, is the 
Value of Goods, which: they take upon them to ftate 
according to their Arbitrary Pleafure: For Example, 

oak Ghentings, at 50s. per Piece, thefe are well 
known in the Drapers Snops: to be not worth above 
6s.t07s. and 100r 128. fold by Retail, one with 
another. 

In the Accounts of the Cuftom-Houfe, laid before 
the Houfe of Commons, for the Year 1687, we have 
the following Eritry from Frarice: 


_Ghentirgs 4,956 Pieces, at 1,475 1. 7 s. 3 d. which is 
s '§s 10d. per Piece. 


Yet of thefe they Charge 2,320 Pieces at 11]. 10 s. per 


Piece ; here they Gain by a Cheat 2,853 |. 7 s. 

The Wine and Brandy are already mentioned, they 
are ed at 171. 10 s. per Ton the Wine, and 20 |. 
the Brandy. 

The MERCATOR may in vain Challenge thefe 
Men to bring their Authorities to prove this: It is 
known by Hundreds of Merchants, nay, to all Europe, 
that in thofe Years before the late Wass, the Wines in 
France were ordinarily fold there from’ 61. to 101. per 
Ton, as wel] under as over, and that as it isin all fich 
Cafes, the Cuantity of the Joweft Price far excecded 
the Quality of the higheft, fo that 81. per Ton was 
mioré than a Medium for the Price ; and that as it is 
the higheft Atrogance in the World to Argue againft 
Matter of Fa@t, fo thofe that do are Calmly defired ro 
bring their Authority to prove it was ocherwife: In 
the mean time the MERCATOR thews them an 
Authority for his Opinion, befides his Experience of 
the Faét, from the Infpector-General of the Cuftoms, 
who in his Report to the Commiflioners of Accounts, 
affrms the fame Thing, and Appeals to all the experi- 
ericed Merchants in London for the Truth of it, as the 
MERCATOR does alfo. The Infpector-General’s 
Words are thefe : 


In Rating che Ballance between Two Countries, 
the prime Coft only in the faid refpective Countries 
* fhould be Calculated. 

* Now ‘tis Notorious the prime Coft of Wine was 
“ about 81. per Ton, and of Brandy about 9 |}. per 
“Ton ; in which Valuations 1 appeal to all the 
“ old experienced Merchants ,who formerly dealt to 
“¢ France. | 

What Pretence, but the defigned Fraud fpoken of 
already, thefe Men can have to fer down the Wine at 
17 1. 19 s. and the Lrandy at 201. is hard to imagine ; 
and till they difcover it, this muft be Difcounted from 
their Schem alfo, the Difference whcreof in this Scheme, 
Amounts to 187,928 Pounds. 
_ The Paper is of the fime kind,which they Rate at 
5s» per Rheam for ordinary Crown and Copy Paper, 
which it is known Coft in France from 2s. 10d, to 
28. 6d. and 3s. per Rheam, and no more; the Dif- 
ference of whih Amounts to in this fallicious Scheme 


8,865 |. : 
ought Silks are mentioned in tlie lat AZER- 


&6 


_ The Wr 
CATOR, which at 10s, per Pound Over-Charge, 
makes 60,748 |. 10 s.. of which hereafter. 

To come then directly to. their Scheme, without exa- 
mining for the prefent their leifer Frauds, which are 
many, we fhall take it from themfelves, and only Col- 
le& the Heads together, which have been already men- 
er and take the Cheats fiom their Sum Toral, 

viz.) 

They make their Imports from France, including all 
their Exorbitances, to Amount to 1,284,419 | 10s. 3d. 

We Deduct in part of the Frauds committed in that 
Account, the following Sums : 

For Lockrams and Dow- 

lsmorethantheuftal baayn55 2:6 




















. Rateof Importation 
or ditto Pruens, at? - » se 
their own Price - é 195367: 7: 6 
For Salt lm ported more 
than the ordinary@ 19,448: ' 
Rate | 
For Over-Ratesin the Price of Goods, A 
2s has been before defcribed. wn 
Wines 158.089: a) 
Brandy — 23,848: 
Wrought Silks —— 60,748: 10: 
Paper —— 8865: 
French Lawns —— — 2,893: . 
374,807 ° 374,857 
929,552 
19,648 
889,904. 


This is indeed but in part; and if fo great a Sum 
ftands Over-Charged in fo few Articles, it may well be 
fuppofed,that all the reft of the Account will afford us 
a proportion of Over-Charge, which may be farther 
Expofed in its Order, for it is not likely the Fraud 
fhould all lie in feven or eight Particulars. 

The MERC ATOR therctore undertakes to reduce 
the Sum of their Imports for the Years paft, by the 
like jut Difcounts, to lefs than Eighr hundred thoufand 
Pounds per Annum; and fhall in its proper place 
give juft Reafons for fo doing: In the mean time our 
“xportations to France are to be confidered in the next 
MERCATOR. r 

ne pci in the Laff. 

ol. 4. Line 8 inittead of 764.614 Cy weight, it 
fhould uve been 7,646 C. 1 meth . : 





ADVERTISEMENT. 
T HE Poll of the Liiery-Men of the City of Lon- 
don, at the Fle&tion tor Members of Parliament: 
Begun Monday, Oéober the oth, 1710. and ended the 
Saturday following. Shewing who each Perfon Poll’d 
for, Ihe Names of thofe that did not Poll. Printed 
for John Morphew, near Stationers-Hall. Price 1s 
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